
GYEONGBUK WOMEN WHO BROKE THROUGH BOUNDARIES TO WORK FOR INDEPENDENCE



 A Tearful Farewell Song

Women from Gyeongbuk (Gyeongsangbuk-do Province) endeavored towards 

independence in a variety of ways, with their participation ranging from 

involvement in the National Debt Redemption Movement, the March First 

Movement of 1919, student movements, and the Heroic Corps to fighting with 

the Korean Independence Army. The women were daughters, wives, and mothers, 

but also became independence activists realizing their responsibility in helping to 

regain the independence of their country.

Through this exhibition, hear the stories of the women of Gyeongbuk who moved 

beyond gender, social status, and regional boundaries to help make the dreams 

of independence a reality.

Preface to the exhibition

This exhibition, Gyeongbuk women who crossed borders and cried for 

independence, consists of two boxes that provide an understanding of the 

Gyeongbuk women’s independence movement through hands-on experiences 

and artifacts.

Composition of the exhibition

A box that explains and experiences the activities of Gyeongbuk women



March First Movement

The March First Movement was a series of protests, at home and abroad, against 

Japanese colonial rule in Korea. This series of protests began on March 1, 1919 

and saw the active participation of the women of Gyeongbuk. 

Female students, women who were religious and those who weren’t, women 

with and without modern educations, and women from noble and impoverished 

backgrounds joined others of all ages, statuses, and classes to 

shout “Mansei [Hurrah!] for Korea’s independence!”

Some representative examples were 

Nam Ja-hyeon (Yeongyang), Kim Rak 

(Andong), Yun Ag-i (Yeongdeok), Im 

Bong-seon (Gumi), and Kim Jeong-hui 

(Yeongcheon), as well as numerous 

other women whose names we 

don’t  k now today.  Names in 

parentheses refer to districts 

in Gyeongbuk where these 

women came from.





After the March First Movement, students grew up as participants in the anti-

Japanese struggle and played leading parts. The Gwangju Student Independence 

Movement, which began in Gwangju, Jeollanam-do Province in November 1929, 

was the fruit of anti-Japanese struggles by students during the colonial period, 

and the result of the experience students had gained through such efforts as 

school boycotts. 

Female students from Gyeongbuk—Kim Gwi-im (Daegu), Lee Eum-jeon (Daegu), Jeong 

Tae-i (Andong), and Jo Ae-yeong (Yeongyang)—led sympathy protests in response.

Student Movements





The Korean Independence Army was established by the Provisional Government 

of the Republic of Korea in Chongqing, China in September 1940. Although the 

female soldiers were not nearly as numerous as their male counterparts, they 

importantly engaged in secret recruitment, propaganda, and espionage activities. 

Gyeongbuk women who participated in the Korean Independence Army included 

Kim Bong-sik (Gyeongju), Min Yeong-suk (Sangju), and Han Tae-eun (Daegu).

Korean Independence Army
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Gyeongbuk women fought not only at home but also outside the country. The 

independence activities in Manchuria unfolded in a variety of ways, and Nam 

Ja-hyeon, who attacked on key figures, was one of those female 

independence activists from Korea.

While some women jumped 

directly into the independence 

movement, others got involved 

b y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h o s e  w h o 

joined the movements, walking 

together on the path of hardship, 

keeping families together and forming 

communities. They did their share without 

complaint and without acknowledgement, 

moving forward in the hope of national 

independence.

Independence Efforts in Manchuria, China
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