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Opening of the Special Exhibition of Donated Materials

The independence movement of Korea was carried out in diverse ways during
the Japanese colonial era. These independence movements involved many acts of
self-sacrifice for the great cause of independence. This ‘heroic struggle, which was
aimed at destroying the heart of Japanese colonial rule with one’s own life, was
an archetypal form of independence movement requiring an extreme degree of
selfless courage. The spiritual genealogy of such fighters starts with the patriots
who laid down their life for the country during the late Joseon Dynasty.

The third special exhibition of donated materials aims to commemorate the
history of the heroic struggle. We hope that this exhibition will convey the
passionate spirit of these ‘righteous fighters.

To conclude, we would like to thank all the people who have donated their
invaluable materials to the Independence Hall of Korea.
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Weakening of the country

‘Heroic struggle’ means the fight or struggle waged by patriotic martyrs to
liberate their country. In general, there are two Korean words for patriotic
martyrs, ‘uisa’ and ‘yeolsa” uisa refers to a person who attacks an enemy at the
risk of his or her life and is indeed sacrificed, while yeolsa refers to a person who
shows great determination by taking his or her own life in an act of an emphatic
protest against the enemy. Following the suicide of Yi Han-eung, Korean
ambassador to Great Britain, many patriotic martyrs died a brave death in their
defense of national sovereignty. However, in 1910, the Korea-Japan Treaty of
1910 was signed, leading to the loss of Korea’s national sovereignty, after which
government officials of the Korean Empire and Confucian scholars sacrificed
their life as a protest against Japanese imperialism.
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People who gave their lives for Korean Independence

Although the March 1st Movement of 1919 promoted Koreans’ desire and
determination to achieve national independence to the whole world, the cruel
oppression of the Japanese led to a large number of victims. Independence activists
who felt keenly the limitations of non-violent protest concentrated on armed struggle,
and formed an armed independence movement organization. Thus, an aggressive
patriotic struggle aimed at direct confrontation with Japanese imperialism was
waged full-scale, moving beyond the passive forms of resistance such as the suicides
committed out of righteous indignation during the late Joseon Dynasty.
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Remember the noble souls of our patriots

The heroic struggle against Japanese imperialism was continued until Korea
gained its independence. When Korea was finally liberated from Japan, the
independence activists who returned to the country carried out projects to
commemorate the compatriots who had sacrificed their lives for the country.
Among these, the representative project consisted in returning the remains of
three patriots - Yun Bong-gil, Lee Bong-chang, and Baek Jeong-gi - to Korea in June
1946 and burying them in Hyochang Park in July of that year. Since then, the heroic
struggle has been remembered in diverse ways including official commemoration
projects, cinematic and theatrical productions, publications, and other media.
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Anti-Japanese Struggle by Kim Sang-ok
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